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                                                           ~ TIMELINE ~  
                                                             
                                                      ----------1914---------- 
         
06-28            - Archduke Franz Ferdinand (heir-apparent to the throne of Austria- 
-1914            Hungary) is Assassinated in the city of Sarajevo.  So is his wife  
                     “Sophie”.  (Sarajevo had a high ethnic Serbian population, but was a  
                     part of Austria-Hungary at that time. That irritated many Serbs.) 
 
                     Seven trained assassins were involved.  They were mostly trained and 
                     armed in Serbia, by a large and powerful “underground” organization, 
                     (in my opinion and others’).  That organization also enjoyed great  
                     support in Serbia, and also in parts of Austria-Hungary that had many 
                     ethnic Serbs.  ((Some Serbs, etc., were afraid not to support it; and it 
                     was, truly, a terrorist organization, in my opinion. (And it was not  
                     just a “word” to enhance political careers and increase government 
                     spending and power).)) 
                         
                     In their first attempted assassination of the Archduke that day; the 
                     assassins slightly missed, and their bomb injured people in a parade car 
                     near the Archduke’s, and also injured about 12 parade watchers.  Later 
                     in the day (after a speech by the Archduke’s); the conspirators’ best 
                     shooter shot to death both the Archduke and his wife, while they were 
                     on their way to the hospital to visit the victims of the bombing earlier in 
                     that day. ((The chief assassins (Princip and Cabrinovic) were captured  
                     quickly. Their ‘too stale’ suicide pills, which they swallowed just  
                     before their capture, failed to work)).  
  
                     ((Optional: It seems ironic—that, the Russian Czar would ultimately  
                     be drawn into the conflict to come; and that, in a since, by the Czar’s  
                     successful pursuit of the destruction of the Austrian dynasty, he would 
                     greatly hasten his own destruction.  And also the Czar’s entire family    
                     would be destroyed with him. That is because the ensuing war against 
                     Austria-Hungary and Germany would drastically increase hardships, 
                     deaths, and internal problems within Russia, itself; and hasten  
                     revolution there.))  
                     
07-28           - Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia after deeming that their 



-1914           demands against Serbia have not been fully met, following the  
                     assassination.  Austria-Hungary begins some firing against Serbia. 
                     (History deems that the “start of WW1”, (i.e., 7-28-1914). 
 
                     ((Prior to the above date, there was a huge amount of diplomatic 
                     discussions and maneuvering between many countries, and no shortage 
                     of warnings that “If you do this, I’ll do that, etc.,--so think twice”.   
                     Those details are too extensive for me to cover here.  (I think that it is   
                     a fallacy to believe that most wars are caused by miscommunications  
                     or lack of communications.  Similarly, with WW2; Hitler was well  
                     warned about another World War if he attacked Poland, but he did 
                     anyway, and he got his World War promptly).))          
                                                                   
07-30            - Russia finally declares a general mobilization (to aid Serbia against 
-1914            Austria-Hungary’s “over-reaction”). 

  
                     That came about eventually.  The German Kaiser Wilhelm warned 
                     Russia about continued mobilization.  Then the Tsar backed off 

    temporarily, but shortly started up again, and held firm. (Note Tsar 
    is often spelled Czar!) 

                                                                      
07-30           - Germany also demands that France pledge that she will not enter 
-1914           the likely coming war against Germany, and that France turn over 
                     two French forts to Germany, to show her earnestness!  (France  

  declines, but just pledges that she will not, in any event, violate  
  Belgium’s neutrality).   
 
  ((In my opinions, per the above; Germany had shown one of the  
  most amazing displays of arrogance in the world’s history!  (No  
  “competitive put-down” intended against any recent President,  
  politician, or other modern ‘upstart’.)  And I think the Kaiser, himself, 

                     signed the demand note to France.  The Kaiser also signed an earlier 
                     note to Russia demanding Russia’s demobilization, even after Austria- 
                     Hungary had declare war on Serbia, and even after Austria-Hungary 
                     had begun firing on Belgrade, (Serbia’s capital).)) 
 
                     Germany would next ask Belgium’s for ‘free’ passage through Belgium 
                     to attack France, (and, indeed, did go through Belgium after Belgium  
                     refused).  The Netherlands was not invaded by Germany during the war, 
                     and remained sympathetic to Germany during the war, and to the Kaiser 
                     after the war.  (The Netherlands was likely concerned about Britain’s  
                     growing empire, British behavior during the Boer War in South Africa, 
                     etc., etc.)  Tragically, I think that Germany’s military complex, its  
                     Chancellor, and its Kaiser were completely “out-of-control” and too 
                     “hyper”. 
                                                                         



08-01           - Germany declares war on Russia, (having again, the day before,  
-1914           demanded Russia’s demobilization, and without Russia complying). 
 
08-02           - Germany invades Luxembourg. 
-1914 
 
08-03           - Germany declares war on France. 
-1914 
 
08-04            - Britain informs Germany that a condition of war will exist between 
-1914           Britain and Germany--if Germany does not agree to promptly 
                     stop trespassing its army through Belgium.  After Britain receives no 
                     reply, Britain declares war on Germany (i.e.,  ref. 8-4-1914). 
 
                     During the early part of war; Britain projected the belief that it would 
                     have enough “volunteers” to handle the war; but like many countries in 
                     many wars--had to eventually resort to (forced) “conscription”. 

  
                      Germany had now ‘succeeded’ in ‘fueling’ a great determination   
                      by three major countries to defeat Germany.  Germany’s military 
                      performance would be technically ‘very good’ and up to its ‘grand’  
                      tradition. And it would come close to capturing Paris, (shortly after the 
                      war began and, again, near the end of the war), and to defeating all  
                      three major ‘Allies’. 
 
                      But gradually a ~2000-year old Chinese saying would become more  
                      applicable:  “The Fountainhead of a Mighty River Cannot Fill a 
                      Leaking Cup!” ((The government of Germany did not understand  
                      that in WW1, nor in WW2.  (Germany was very “sick” internally).   
                      I say that; but I am not naïve to the fact that Britain and others had   
                      competitive empires and commerce which they also looked forward to  
                      expanding at Germany’s expense, (i.e., motives going beyond  
                      Belgium, and hardly as “pure” as defending “poor little Belgium”.)  
 
                      And, of course, almost all of Germany’s overseas empire would  
                      become doomed shortly after WW1 began. Only in a few large areas  
                      in Africa (where Germany had substantial troops not greatly dependent 
                      on overseas shipments)--would Germany’s overseas empire persevere 
                      until the end of the war.  Germany might damage the British navy  
                      much, but the probability of eliminating most of the British navy was 
                      very poor.)) 
 
08-05           - Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia (i.e., Russia was siding with      
-1914           Serbia, and Austria-Hungary was trying to advance against Serbia). 

 
  To keep my timeline short, I will not list many small countries which 



  entered the war, nor their date of entry, nor the myriad of battles fought. 
 
08-10            - France declares war on Austria-Hungary, (for acting against its Allies). 
-1914 

   The “war-block alliances” that were formed thus consisted mainly 
   of Britain + France + Russia + Serbia against Germany + 
    Austria-Hungary.  And there would be many other countries joining  
    the “French” side; and a relatively few joining the “German” side, as 
    my timeline will show. 

          
          Note, when one country declares war on another; we will generally 
          assume that the other usually reciprocates shortly.  We will not list all  
          detailed dates or events, especially the less important ones.  (Europe  
          had  engaged in nearly every practice which George Washington had  
          warned against, in his ‘Farewell Address’). 

    
08-14            - Battle of the Western Frontiers begins. 
-1914 

  About this time, a lot of battle areas erupted, which I will not cover.  
  But the main point is that the “German side” (i.e., the Central Powers) 
  were trying to fight battles on both the Eastern front and the Western 
   front at the same time!!  The British were able to land reinforcements  
  by sea rather quickly to help the French.  These factors prevented the  
  “Central Powers” from defeating France with one fast “Preemptive  
  strike”, through Belgium, as they had hoped. Thus, the Central Powers 
  were not able to soon concentrate, without diversion, on the Western  
  front.  (i.e., thus, the old, quick Franco-Prussian war’s outcome would 
  not be repeated by Germany in WW1). 

 
08-23           - Japan declares war on Germany. (Thus, Germany’s far-Asian empire 
-1914           holdings are doomed even more quickly). 

 
  ((Thus, after the WW1; Japan would be formally awarded Germany’s  
  “Mariana Islands”, located about 1400 miles south of Tokyo; and other 
  gains. That would occur, also, because Japan was still strong enough, 
  after the war, to push hard for some of its wishes.  Several other very  
  helpful “Allies” were eventually weakened to impotence (or near    
  impotence) at war’s end, and their ‘rewards’ were reduced accordingly 
  (i.e., because of their poor end-condition).  (“Welcome” to the realities 
  of most wars; something George Washington well understood, and 
  never ceased to detest).))  

 
08-30           - First German air raid against Paris 
-1914  

 
10-29            - Turkey enters the war on the side of the Central Powers, (i.e., on  
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